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MEETINGHOUSE & MUSEUM
Built in 1834 and formerly the Universalist
Church, this building is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and has been our
museum and event venue since 1971.

THE CG36500
This lifeboat was made
famous in the 1952
rescue of 32 men from
the S.S. Pendleton
during a fierce winter
storm. Fully restored,
and operational, it is
docked at Rock Harbor
in the summer.

HURD CHAPEL
Builtin 1938 in
Orleans Cemetery, this
chapel was moved to
the CHO property in
1979. Now restored to §
its original condition,
it is used as a smaller
meeting space.

Founded in 1958 as the Orleans Historical
Society, our vision is to bring history and
culture to life and inspire a shared sense of
community and pride in the rich heritage

of our town. In 2018, we changed our name

to “The Centers for Culture and History

in Orleans” (the CHO), to represent our
multiple facilities and signal a more inclusive,
community-oriented mission.

All of our facilities serve as gathering places
for learning and activities. The many residents
and guests who have visited these historic
sites, attended our programs and become
CHO members have seen our commitment to
preserving and honoring the past.

Yet this is only part of our story. As Orleans
focuses on the future, we seek to be a
positive contributor and strong advocate for
change and cultural growth that respects the
town'’s history.

Exhibitions. View artifacts, art, ship
models and more from CHO and/or private
collections thematically displayed to tell
unique stories about people and events in
Orleans’ past.

History Talks. Local or visiting historians

and subject experts share their knowledge
of past and current events.

Concerts. Hear classical, folk, contemporary
and other music from regional, national
and international performers.

CG36500 ‘Talks & Tours.’ Join us

during the summer at Rock Harbor for a
tour aboard the famous Coast Guard boat.

We partner with others (organizations
and families) who use our spaces for their
own events, including:

Meetings and conferences
Classes (art, crafts, cooking, yoga)
School activities and field trips

Public and private celebrations
(weddings, rehearsal dinners, memorial
services, reunions and more)

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Our website is a free resource with historical
information, documents, images, life stories and
more. Visit CHOcenters.org or check out our

YouTube channel at Formerly the Orleans Historical
Society for more in-depth Orleans history.
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CHOcenters.org | (508) 240-1329




