CREW MADE CAPTAIN JUMP

e = ——

Men onBow
of Mercer
Insisted

He Leave

Cutter Brings
Four Survivors
Into Portland

Br BARRY CADIGAN
PORTLAND, Mes, Fob 30 —
. The skipper of the broken

, lanker Fort Mercer, who in-
sisted on being the last of the
four men off the bow Eection,
Wik forced fo jump ints the
ecean by three crew members
who wore afraid he woalldnt
make it to the rescus ship if ke
waked,

The dramatic story of the
nine men irapped on the splik
bow in the H'Ihl SCR, Was
learned for thp first timg to-
night when the four survivers
were landed hers by the Croast
Guard cutter Yakuiat,

Capt. Frederick ¢ Papizne],
48, of Houston, Tex, il writh
Pheumonis and with first de-
gree frost bites of bpih hands
and feet, was rushed 1o the has.

: pital, 50 weakened he was onlyr

[ 0 ot Guard Pholo Fresm AR
NOW IN TOW-—Stern saction of tanker Fort Mercer shown as she awaited arrival of :J::E to mumble ht‘m o
tugs to take her in tow, In background is cutter Eltt}gnd. But the three other Crewmen,

all frost bitten, werg abley 1o
- + el of aleast 24 hours of terror
kn which they saw a shipmate
swipt to death from the baow,
&mad uwﬁm.:ru‘l.hmdmmun-

- | 2ble to help them
For hours they clung to the
mw[:l;tt;ﬁtlumilernr

dur & raging storm,
endured

withoawt All eventuaily
had to leap into the ocean ta
L resch lifeboats, and life rafis
sent over fro mihe Yakutat
“We never thought we wiriild
make it was the general foel-
ing.

YARUTAT 1 Page 14

Pendleton Wasn’t
in Top Shape,
2 of Crew Charge

Two of the crew of the tanker
Pﬂ"-lﬂ'-l!utﬂn, which broke up aff
Chatham, told a Copst Guard
board of inquiry yesterdsy that
the vessel was “ngg in top
shape™ and had received a “bad
three-way fracture in a bujk-
head™ that had met been Tg=
FIIJ. 1 1]

board, meeti t Consti-

totioa Mﬂmﬂ?‘% Bear

&

ol e Fost
Mercer, gt 10 this maorning.

INQUIRY Page 11

Half Ship, 13 Aboard,
Towed Toward Port

as New Storm Brews

Half a ship—wiih a woluntesr
crew of 13 merchant mariners
sboard—plodded under tow far
the shelter of Marthas Vinevard
lagt night amid cminous warn-
ings of & sterm a8 violent as the
one that split. her and a sister
ship ir two,

At three knots, the EWaYIng
stern section of the tanker Fort
Mercer undertook the perilons
vorage boward salvage shorily
after 8 Coast Guard cutfer sank
the ahip's severed. forward sse-
thon ndpl.h gunfire as a "mum.-:.
to navigation.”
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18 Rescued Off Tanker

Grateful to Coast Guard

#ih where 13 shipmates clung to s

Eightesn survivars of the broken
Lanker Farl Meresr Iell the hearten-
img solidily of Conaiiiuiion Basc
uder foob yesterday, but their
hearte and thoughls were still at

storm-battered hulk,

afvedl their Rives

each recalled the thnt

the highest praize.
Toe A

Like the seagoing men of ihe twin
ship Pendleton, broken in a similar
disastor, the survivors, three af ke
Mew Englanders, had the highest
praise for the Coast Guadrsmen whe

In matter-of-fecf, smple terms,
#lrack
with the realisstion the ship had

wag amphe reward. From the tough
ened merchant mariness, this was

ml wie obdered o
brifg survivors fo Boston, ending

TANKERS No Sign of Life
et T2 lon Pendleton Bow,
Webber Reports

CHATHAM, Feb 20 — Coast
Guardsman Bernard © Webber,
BMlc, hero of the rescue of 32 men
odl the split tankcr Peandlelon re-
ported “no gign of e today
aboard the broken bow of the ship
aground off Pollock Rip Lighizhip.

Webber commonded a motar Hfe-
Boat which relurned o the soone
of Bor provicus expiolt today, even
as land paitrels searched the rugeed

The Coasi Guard cutler East-
wind, which had maintained @
ﬁﬂﬂr vigil over the Boating

#ince she and the Pendle-
ton foundered in & violent Win-
ter storm Monday, headed to
Boston with thres of the Mer-
CEF'E SATVIVOrs.

The Exsiwind radiced she ex-
pected io arrive at Castle Island
ak 10 @ m, today. Aboard were
Raymond 8. Rodriguez of New
York, seaman; Gilbert J. Mur-

af Alten, N, H., freman,
and O, W, Hindsley of Houston,

E1it ] in twe and the evenis thal Tex., utility man, shorellne for any trace of the bodics
lod in the dasrgercus and dramatic of thie nike men lost o the Pemdle-
Fm e Frur ather survivers, includ-
The men of the Consl Guard cutter | INE the captain of the broken (00 . one of two tankers that
SRR, o [ e e e i i
n M. w r ooml=| 1y o hls mptes O quit . oy the frel me ginee the
raion for the senmanship the sesv.| what remained of his ehip, were |iwo iankers split, ‘WO Daniol W,
icumen diplayed In eflecting thelr| Janded at Portland lost night al clu, commanding officer of the
FEECUL, Const Gusrd this| g
lifeloat station here, foupd lime

The skipper, Frederick . C,
Pﬁ:‘ﬂ af H?“mng'ﬂzﬂrl in
with preumania, a athers,
all  suffering  from * frosibite,

o sleop,

s

Ilnstest] with 40-man shells what was

a job well donn. wiere lken from the State Pier |left of the forward portion of the
e —————— | T BTBlances e the Marine ngmtﬁ“kﬂ il l.ﬁcqhuw slipped
under e,

[T l]u.ur;i was given par-

Heepital,
eﬁjﬁt they {old the same by the Trinpded: oo

grim story that 18 of their ship-
mates hod given whin they
were landed nth!c::hmﬂtulim
Base yesterday & eutler
Acushnet,

-————

T Need Medical Allenlion

AL & laler date, they will e
called fo narraie thekr stocles
agnin, before & Coasl Guard Board
af Inguiry, just ns members of the
Pepdlefon's crow did yesterday.

Among the 13-man crew  lefi
aboard she Mercer were several
men reportedly in nesd of medical
atltention,

It wns this fact which

wind-swept seas ab 4045 M., Be=
cording 1o the Unimak's log. The
Unimak then procesded to rell
| the Eastwind, allowing the lat
wlvors.

Thi 100000160 Mereer, her deck
gl oA L R T
from the fnw]!q; IDH L =

A plume of smoke was vislble
from the ship's diack as i& gained
hesdway again, The seamen aboard
hanpe heat, Lght asd power,

“There is plenty of food in the
galley, t0o™ said Chief Cook Vin-
cEnt irre of Mew Orleans, who
e cE e e i

ny i cille
r
m':u 1.I:|:It nln.:‘r:“hﬂ ri: Morcer
tnclerway, (1] Eavi
whit remaing of the it
Wre .

A New York salvage iu
o roule to Chatham, wflem thi
remulng of the (snker roll heavily
In the aame surf thual Boarders Cape
Cod’s “graveyard of ships~

the tow vesspls
imeyard

whte she will be
t for salvage E&H-imll“ﬂ-

rechaimesd dere af

innker Iz not ox i reach

uniil I"rldul'_r.

o

B pow and pEnegibh
expected to hit the

spphisg  ouf
hooked a tow line onto the

of the Mercor after relayving med-
jcal supplics from o Coast Guard
cutler,

The Coast Guard culler Unimark
fa sianding by the ficaling hulk,
along with the #hr:llfe tugs Poler
Moran and Oceam Prioeo ot of
Hew York,

Earlier, gunners oo the Unimak

—_—

Men on Morcer O

At B last night the Essiwind, on
roate to Boglon, radioed her posis
lion as pbout 130 miles easi of
Martha's Vingynrd,

of tho Unimak and Mercer was

raughly 10 miles further al aea than
uﬁuﬁma at the time

o repart gaidd that all pers

o B Sl

O man

with & slight back Injury, aml an-

Igarcites were neaved over to the
13 mien aboard the Mercer st the
smmen Thme thal medical =upplics

Y& wns n rAew agairst ihe waler, We

ter
o start her voyage home swith sus- ﬁh’;’fﬁaﬁfﬁ

Penadleton | e

Gk i wave got bim

The Coast Guard saéd the ii§0m |
. s (Cape Bridge ‘Froten Up’

oibher with & case of pleurisy !

YAKUTAT

Continiued frome the Flret Page

Saw 4 Mon THs=ppoar

Brought inte Poriland with the
capdain were 3d Mate Williard F.
Fabrner, 3, of Pleasant e, Win-
mmnli: 34 Mafe Vincent A, Gabden,
22, of West 27ih gL, and Purser Ed-
Ward E Turner Jr. 32, af Portland

Three of the erew, inlerviewed in
ihe wardroom of the eatber, said
they had n chofee of remalining oo
tho shily, which was threatendng to
oa ot any moment, or jump in
ihe water in nn ottempt 1o swim
o ki wafie

Before thele oyves they saw four
mnles leap overbodrd in the turtns-
bent waters, “MNoi ooe of thom was
abla to make the rafts. One misute

triguing mystery. Thousintds of |
superetifion: devel over the
and ever¥thing wae s

to forecast changes
Haousghold peis were obierved
clogely for indications of storms

. TS, 1
ete g Eaérs e BOIRE B2 af either being responsible |
us to do but wait & out. It would| (oF the weather or of being able :

have meant death to follow the othier
Fuys in,” opn @xid,
Nige men were inm the forwaed

sectlon of the tanker when, with a| T8¢ it lly was & faverite
ierrific nolse, ihe ship split in tw, ;{:‘;ﬂhﬂﬂ"ﬂd which  proverbs

Ta el to the bow the msen oo
ihe bridge hed to lower themaslves
on A improvised ladder made of

signnl M

"We hiﬁ"m ropes and we had to
E‘t up on the Bow 20 the Coast

Y could resene us”™ Faheper
aakl. Thon came the dash across
thke open deck,

Tarner smld: *“Thers were nine af
wE an the bridge when the shi
The bridpe staried o go

From Cape Cod camg this: “It
ir & glgn of raln i the cat wazhea
her hend béhingd hos ear”

Thiz one s from Germany: 1L
the cat is ?ﬂiﬂgtznt;h&;?ni:
Febeuary, it mu

nin in ihn-h

ro are n few oflbers:

“The cardinal peiot te which &

hes her Tace

feom which ihe wind will Blew."

*When & cal sneedes, it ks a sign
of maln.” :

“When a cat whehes herself with
Beir Back 1o the fire oxpeed a thaw |
In Winier."

“If n el soces, bad weatlver 18
mure ko follaw.™

“Ap ng raln iz indicated
when a cab seratehes ieelf,"—5 B,

“The caplais, who woe In his
cabin, rushed cuf without shoes, 1t

exeept one. Bmdio

wag with us, bul
I guess he lost hizs footing, bechuse
spmecn® snw bim swepl overbsaand
before be could get to us. I was

the moming we ifhought the con-
ditfons mads 1t 5o that we were able
lrgod S, B Kimed ¥
a mch, N I,
tnm':durll_r utlgou'l.l.lnd, my lak Ld,
and four men volunteercd
“They fought thelr way
the waves, and afler gurvaring Lhe
sliuation, Kil showted ap to one
man o jusmp. It wak the aln, He
mnledltn stay aboard Emﬂn Last,
bat they made hilsa go Arsl The
other three mnde him. They prac-)
tically threw hip ower the side. He
hnd no shoes all throogh the wait
1o Be meecued, and his feét were!
exiremely frostbitten, He didat
Enow Bow he lest his shoes. The
ooy man was in 6 daze,

Turner Jamps

“Then Turner jumped, and as the
boat tried to pkek bl up they
smaiked into  the . Kilew
bronght it back to the Takuwiai in
a sinking condition. ¥ was impos-
dile to lavmch another dme

“Om the third try we gof a shod
abonrd and were able 1o gend down
a life maft. The third mate, Galdon,
Jum and with geperhuman afort
uprighied the mft that had somes
o averlursod He was so ftigaed
ket couldr't elimb in, bul Fakrmse,
who jusnped aller him, pulled him

Husldled i Celd

The memn ed huddied together
in the mh—ﬁt.ﬂu weather from
eoon uniil about 8 o'clock Menday
Blght. when ihe weboome sight of
the Yakvini brought cheor, rhier
an Army tug reached them  hat

could nat h::tlf.

Fahrner d that ORelilly's last
setien waa to madie an before
ried to make it ncross the opon
deck la the bow, I was then the

On the bow the eight men found
they were missing one lifo jacket,
w Fahrner and Galdon tied them-
stlves togethor, ¥

The men were rushed to the Ma-
rine Hosplial before they could te'l
much more of their story, but Cam
Joseph W, Nabbh Jr, 38, ski af
the culfer, told his part in drs-
Malk; Sl PESCLE,

Capt Mank gaid:

“AL 12:30 p. m. Mondny we were
in Provincotown karboer, where we
Ead anchored when we wers un-
able do pass through The Cape Cod
Canal on our way 1o Newpord, dia
lia lranJIruﬂ. brfdge over the
il ﬂ,h" Inmr:n LI} on 1I1E' 'I._..Iﬂ'.,

uﬁmﬂ'}.ﬂﬂ' fram Coast Guard head=| gy wge oaly 18 minutes afier
4 n Boston, wo procesded | papner jumped that the bow cap-

ll:r-:rr thrown to the men from tha
188,
The funcilom of the fug Peler|
Moran will e o perve ax a rudder;
for the broken femker, while the
Foundation Josephine does the pes'
wial towing the Coast Cuard gxid,

S unanswered was the gues-

ten:
Why 4id the ships break up?™
c-:t"mmun Ww. g‘l-:l‘-l‘r. lII::II':'IHHI
wveasel gafety chief for the Coast
Guard in . said last night
thal extrens cold and vialank neo-
(ton in beavy scas—combined with
ocked-up steeises i weldod meial—
| may cause n crack.
Both #hips were under such
siresses when  the Mercer broke
at Mo, 3 lank. and the Pendleton
near No, B—forther aft

Srax “Teo Powerfuol®

William Hene, the Ameriean Ship-
E}_ﬁgm Bureau’s priecipal surveyor
his

[ riel, said that in

nien  Monday's  stormn-

ril.lt;i! seas “were just oo powers
While the investigatbon fmio the
glreumElances surroanding tho
ng up of the Peodleton were

continuing, praise for the Ceoasl

Gaardsimen who 0 in the res-
cua of 57 men l,""l:l'ﬂ'l thi twe Enkera
meaunbed.

In & réddic mesEmge to Rear Adm
Horold . Bradbury, comimander of
ihe Firsli Coasl Guard District, the
acting Secreingy of the Tressury,
E H. Faley, last might praised the
I'Eﬂ'!:‘i.'-“ as “trae pemaariieng of ihe
2o,
Ona of ihe heros of the rescte,
duy. caplaluad & Fidboet teip 1o The

ained a b
'g:t'rl off
Haa

Pollock Rip 1akip,
where the bow of the Pendielon st

Webber's report upon refurndng:
"o sign of e

Tanker Firm Thanks
Men of Coast Guard

The owners of the tanker Fort)
thanked the Cosst Cuard

mlﬂd-g for ":.llﬁlul they did undﬁ
impoasible conditions™ in resou
the erews of The heoken ship.

Capt E. V. Schagrer, popresonting
the Trinklad Corporstlon, ni Ceon-
Etitution Base to meed I survivors
hr!ltﬂd.h{.ﬁﬁ euiiler Acushnct, saled:

“In behalf of the company and lor
anyore elge famillar with the con-
ditione off Cape Cod throuph the
paEl 48 hours, we are extromely
ﬁ:}tﬂll 1o the Coast Guard for what
5 did undesr ble eondi-
o

ixong 30 fo 40 fect high, We
the storn seetion of the EF::-EH:E

at full speed 1o the rFescue of the
feized. You could a e Ghem
e o gpye Seas were 50 bad that| hoave a sigh of relief out there on
we were procoeding. i R AE- A
“The Milltary Tranepert Service| . .'i"nlfr.ﬂllﬁt Juh'mr:d? nie fhe water
Ship Splite was on the scene. and |5 o ¥ ﬂwl'u‘irm ’““:I- Thy
having kepl both sections of the|  trt “ooderful through the whale
Forl Morcer on her radsr acoesn, thing. Kiley will be recommended
she directed s right lo L by me for an award, with
=Tt was MDWLT“ oiher diservi membere of my
erew. In miy oplnbon all hands «d6d
# remarkable job under exiremely
difficult circumstances

- v —ETTE———

Coast: Guard Warns
Many Marine Aids
Out of Order, Missing

and when we smw thot they were
in mo troublo we dispaiched the
Splice to stamd by the stern, and
wie wenl fo the Boyw pection.

“It was & horrible might Ti broke
just mit of the bridge section mnd
the two lower decks of 1he hilk

were submirged with the =eas) wiurjners along the Massachugetf;
bresking over 1. She bad a 0| ogp rived velerday by the
degree lisi, m'ﬁﬁm'ﬂm rlhn :rmﬂth;'llﬂ

.

and heavy s have carvied away

EHMI-I*I an Ihrlhm rate N o ﬂ ti:hﬁ:t m:’r;yn baoys and
n my ot the ailnalion was]oih navi .
o - Seamen were l.tr':i.lﬂ‘.t to “treat all

[n‘il!:i' degperate, and the hulk was
inkble to sink or capsize al any
teme, Ome man on the bridge had
a Machlight and wae able 1o &ignsl
that there were eighl men on board.

“We tried fo shool 5 line o (hem
seven Hmes angd ench time ihe fer-
rifle wingds and seaz fouled us ug,
W almast crled sach time the wind
blew those lines away.

“Finolly, one line got Jboard, bt | oate
broks Belfore we could semd them
over a heavler line During this
:Emm i e L?“E?utw“"

ECAmE &

rés. This was about midnight.

Ih:h:h]l (% T:ﬂ;vr wese :n—.|.1.;|"|:1n:
P W capEite: an
ardd thg winds and sess ““}' r]:ln:

We decided to foat life rafis down

sl B s s L
I, we

t loe the ealeulsted risk, It was ina-

possible o pul over o of our

men aboard withoul almest cor-

tninly loding evory man.,

"We Bonted the lighkted ralts aloag
shile the Mercer, three of them com-
neciedd with lines ihatl were bouned
wiith life preservers, 'We felt i they
oouldn’l pesch the mafls they could
grab the lines and work their wars
b therm.

unaitended] aida with extreme caw-
tiom.™

Lisied, were only thoke reported
to anthorithes. It“m: poinied owt
that many nsors may b missing or
alf-atalion.

The kst Zolbaws:

From Mercer Injured
The oaly erew member of the I"-uﬂ:]

Mercer  requirlng hosplinlization |

wihen 18 survivors reached hﬂ'l'}'ﬂ-[

terday was Arthur Hendriclson of
San Diego, who Injured an ankle
hlmgw from the tnker's stern fol
the deck of the cutler Acughnet yes.

“We saw the four wen fus by | terday, He was falen to the United
e light of our searchlight mi&mfmrn

Stateg Puiblic Heslih Ssrvice Hompis
the flares eropped from the plame |tal in Brighion.
awirligadd, Jizil as they jum the i
line, the Lfe rafts parted, 10 was 30
mingteg befare we coubd our
way around Lo the rafls, despite all
E.I:eﬂ'ﬂ'rln There was no oneg on

.

Umne of iy Wersl Hours

“When I saw Lsab thede men were
lost T felt the. way any seaman
would fexl when ho sees that the
best he has to give so't cnough. It
wos one of the werst hears of my

Treasury Pra
Coast Guard Work

The Socrel af the Tressary L
mlghit fsed Guardsmen who
participated in the hrcic rescus
of 5T men off two broken fankers as
“true Samaritnns of the sen'”

lite. THat's the war I felf mnd all e l::l:l" Y E!
my s felf, All these men realized L '
| thint the decision to jump was thelrs, [ Orce  sgaln  members of the

Unkted Simtes Copst Guard have
knew we worend polng o el

Thay
leave them.

“Thero wepe four men left, but
v decided to cease operations until
daylight, making operations essier
and Roping the seas would abate,
W prayed that the hulk would) -
slay up. |

“Chae prayors were Rnswonsd, lu[




